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The Programme of the Examination
The examination itself, whether taken all at one
time, as it was before 1893, or divided, as it has been
since that time into a preliminary and a final part,
has retained one essential characteristic. It has
always been entirely technical; that is, it has related
exclusively to matters directly connected with the
East Indies.
The First Part
The Preliminary, or, as it is officially called, the
First Part of the examination is supposed to be taken
after one year of study. It covers, (i) the geog-
raphy, (2) the general principles of legislation, and
(3) an introduction to the religious laws, institutions,
and customs, of the Dutch Indies, and the elements
of the (4) Malay and (5) Javanese languages.1 It is
oral for all the subjects except the two languages,
and for these it is confined to a written translation
into Dutch of an easy piece of prose. This examina-
tion is in no sense competitive. A candidate must
pass it before he can offer himself for the Second
Part, but the rank with which he passes it has no
effect upon his subsequent prospects. To pass it,
he must obtain a total of twenty-two marks out of
a possible maximum of fifty. This does not seem
a very high requirement, but the difficulty of an
examination really depends upon the severity of the
1 See the Programme in the appendix to this chapter.